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or detain them subject to the orders of
the postal authorities.

[T.D. 72–211, 37 FR 16488, Aug. 15, 1972]

§ 162.5 Search of arriving vehicles and
aircraft.

A customs officer may stop any vehi-
cle and board any aircraft arriving in
the United States from a foreign coun-
try for the purpose of examining the
manifest and other documents and pa-
pers and examining, inspecting, and
searching the vehicle or aircraft.

[T.D. 72–211, 37 FR 16488, Aug. 15, 1972, as
amended by T.D. 90–34, 55 FR 17597, Apr. 26,
1990]

§ 162.6 Search of persons, baggage,
and merchandise.

All persons, baggage, and merchan-
dise arriving in the Customs territory
of the United States from places out-
side thereof are liable to inspection
and search by a Customs officer. Port
directors and special agents in charge
are authorized to cause inspection, ex-
amination, and search to be made
under section 467, Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1467), of persons,
baggage, or merchandise, even though
such persons, baggage, or merchandise
were inspected, examined, searched, or
taken on board the vessel at another
port or place in the United States or
the Virgin Islands, if such action is
deemed necessary or appropriate.

[T.D. 72–211, 37 FR 16488, Aug. 15, 1972]

§ 162.7 Search of vehicles, persons, or
beasts.

A Customs officer may stop, search,
and examine any vehicle, person, or
beast, or search any trunk or envelope
wherever found, in accordance with
section 3061 of the Revised Statutes (19
U.S.C. 482).[T.D. 72–211, 37 FR 16488,
Aug. 15, 1972, as amended by T.D. 90–34,
55 FR 17597, Apr. 26, 1990]

§ 162.8 Preclearance inspections and
examinations.

In connection with inspections and
examinations conducted in accordance
with § 148.22(a) of this chapter, United
States Customs officers stationed in a
foreign country may exercise such
functions and perform such duties (in-
cluding inspections, examinations,

searches, seizures, and arrests), as may
be permitted by treaty, agreement, or
law of the country in which they are
stationed.

[T.D. 89–22, 54 FR 5077, Feb. 1, 1989]

Subpart B—Search Warrants

§ 162.11 Authority to procure war-
rants.

Customs officers are authorized to
procure search warrants under the pro-
visions of section 595, Tariff Act of 1930,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 1595). However, a
Customs officer who is lawfully on any
premises and is able to identify mer-
chandise which has been imported con-
trary to law may seize such merchan-
dise without a warrant. If merchandise
is in a building on the boundary, see
§ 123.71 of this chapter.

§ 162.12 Service of search warrant.
A search warrant shall be served in

person by the officer to whom it is
issued and addressed. In serving a
search warrant, the officer shall leave
a copy of the warrant with the person
in charge or possession of the premises,
or in the absence of any person, the
copy shall be left in some conspicuous
place on the premises searched.

§ 162.13 Search of rooms not described
in warrant.

When a Customs officer is acting
under a warrant to search the rooms in
a building occupied by persons named
or described in the warrant, no search
shall be made of any rooms in such
building which are not described in the
warrant as occupied by such persons.

§ 162.15 Receipt for seized property.
A receipt for property seized under a

search warrant shall be left with the
person in charge or possession of the
premises, or in the absence of any per-
son, the receipt shall be left in some
conspicuous place on the premises
searched.

Subpart C—Seizures

§ 162.21 Responsibility and authority
for seizures.

(a) Seizures by Customs officers. Prop-
erty may be seized, if available, by any
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